“The Pit and The Pendulum” Group Activity

Name __________________









Date ___________________

Objective:  Work with your partner to create a poster which illustrates the theme and connotative diction in Edgar Allen Poe’s short story “The Pit and The Pendulum”  

Directions:

Step 1:  Discuss the following elements with direct quotes and summarization: 
· Plot: Give a brief summary of the piece. (RL2.7, RL5.1)
· Setting: Describe the setting. How does the author create surprise and tension through the setting? (RL5.3) 
· Characters: How does Poe portray the characters? Include quotes that use direct and indirect characterization 

· Point of View: Who is the narrator? Describe this person's feelings. Is it written in third or first person? How does this affect the piece? (RL6.1, RL6.3)
· Theme: What is a possible theme of the story?  How do you know? (RL1.5, RL2.3, RL2.6)
Step 2:  Identify the connotative diction that is used in the story to reveal human emotions. Create a list of connotative diction (words and phrases that are emotionally charged) that portray these emotions. (RL4.4, RL4.6, RL1.4)
Step 3:  Create a poster which incorporates what you have learned while completing steps #1 and #2.  Your poster should be colorful, creative and neat (no eraser marks, cross outs, scribbles, etc…).  All words should be spelled correctly.  Your poster must include a minimum of 2 illustrations. Make sure to include plenty of relevant direct quotes! (RL1.4, RL1.5)
Grading Rubric:
· The Grading Scale is as Follows:

6Exemplary 


100

5Mastery 


95

4Approaching Mastery 
85

3Partial Master 

70

2No Mastery 


59

1Incomplete 


.01
· Formative Assessment Grades with be posted for Learning Targets:
· RL1.4, RL1.5
· RL2.3, RL2.6, RL2.7
· RL4.4, RL4.6
· RL5.1, RL5.3
· RL6.1, RL6.3
